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Abstract

Currently, children worldwide are facing forced labor, physical, mental violence, punishment, begging, and
illiteracy. They have to face punishment while laboring at their workplaces, whether in markets or residential
areas. The reasons behind this exploitation are mainly poverty. The future of nations is based on the
education and ethical training of the new generation for which they establish rules for the care and protection
of children. Islam protects the rights of the children irrespective of their faith. Prophet Muhammad PBUH
declared the children as blessings. He always loved and encouraged the children and ignored their
mistakes. Islamimposes the responsibility of ethical training and education on parents. In this article, we
discuss how to deal with the above-described issues in the light of prophetic teachings.
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1. INTRODUCTION:

The future of any society can be ascertained from its attitude towards the new generation.
The future of a nation that is serious about protecting and educating its children is not
only bright but also beneficial to other nations. If the shielding of children is neglected and
their rights are violated, then society’s decline cannot be stopped because the future of
the nation is in their hands. The issue of child protection is taking a serious turn today.
Exploited because of the weakness and ignorance of children in which even the lives of
children are not taken care of. In commercial centers, children are subjected to forced
labor and peonage. In addition, they are put through violence, punishment, self-harm, and
sexual exploitation. One of the forms of exploitation is that their education and training
are just begging from them. Incidents of violence on domestic work pitches are also
increasing day by day. Similarly, children are sometimes exploited in educational
institutions in the form of corporal punishment. The teachings of the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) guide in this matter as well as in other social issues.
There are teachings on their safety, education, and training, rights, encouragement,
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respect, correction and compassion, and nurturing. These children's rights are described
in detail below.

1. Protection of children’s lives

There are teachings on various aspects of child safety. We know from Prophetic
Teachings many steps which have been taken only for the protection of children. These
teachings are as follows

Pregnancy Safety

“In the Holy Qur'an, Allah Almlghty enounce regardlng the protection of pregnancy.
\J.uSl.Jaa :Gé@ﬁ[_}\ éh‘Je@J}u&éﬂ-ﬁ‘M@srﬁJ‘ ) 5 Y g
And do not kill your children for fear of poverty. We provide for them and you. Surely killing
them is a great mistake.”

This verse forbids the killing of children and alleviates the fear of poverty that Allah
Almighty is pleased with, and the killing of these children has been declared a great
mistake.

This verse prohibits killing a child before birth and teaches its protection.
The Right to breastfeed

Breastfeedlng has been declared a child's right. Allah Almighty enunciate; caa &I 3
dsla’) P“U‘ J‘J‘ udu.thls U.\Sjau.hh'j

“And mothers should breastfeed their babies for two whole years, this is for those who
want to complete the period of breastfeeding”.

The life of a child depends on its diet, so from this point of view, mothersare commanded
to breastfeed their children for two years, then experts also emphasize breastfeeding for
a full two years.In the above verse, breastfeeding has been declared as the right of the
child and mothers have been ordered to breastfeed their children.

Delay in punishment for Adultery

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) also postponed important
matters such as hadd (punishment for committing adultery) for the protection of the child's
food and his life. In Sahih Muslim, there is a narration from Hazrat Buraida;

“There came to Him (the Holy Prophet) a woman from Ghamid and said: Allah’s
Messenger, | have committed adultery, so purify me. He (the Holy Prophet) turned her
away. On the following day she said: Allah’s Messenger, why do you turn me away?
Perhaps, you turn me away as you turned away Maiz. By Allah, | have become pregnant.
He (Peace be upon him) said: Well, if you insist upon it, then go away until you give birth
to (the child). When she was delivered, she came with the child (wrapped) in a rag and
said: here is the child whom | have given birth to. The Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him)
said: Go away and suckle him until you wean him. When she had weaned him, she came

May 2022 | 245



Jilin Daxue Xuebao (Gongxueban)/Journal of Jilin University (Engineering and Technology Edition)
ISSN : 1671-5497

E-Publication : Online Open Access

Vol: 41 Issue: 05-2022

DOI 10.17605/OSF.10/JG679

to the Holy Prophet with the child who was holding a piece of bread in his hand. She said:
Allah Apostle, here is he as | have weaned him and he eats food. He (the Holy Prophet)
entrusted the child to one of the Muslims and then pronounced punishment. And she was
put in a ditch up to her chest and he commanded people and they stoned her. Khalid b
Walid (R.A) came forward with a stone which he flung at her head and there spurted blood
on the face of Khalid b Walid, so he abused her. Allah’s Apostle (Peace be upon him) his
(Khalid b Walid’s) curse that he had hurried upon her. Thereupon the Holy Prophet (Peace
be upon him) said: Khalid, be gentle. By Him in Whose hand is my life, she has made
such a repentance that even if a wrongful tax-collector were to repent, he would have
been forgiven. Then giving command regarding her, He (peace be upon him) prayed over
her and she was buried.”

The incident indicates that a woman’s sentence was postponed for the protection of her
child.

i.  Prohibition of killing children in raids
It is forbidden to kill children in battles. It is narrated by Hazrat Abdullah bin

Masood;
O alug adde Al Lia Al Jol) S0 Algia alig adle Al Lo (il (g e g (b &da§ 5i5a) &
Olasall 3 sladl)

“The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) found a woman killed in
jihad, so he condemned the killing of women and children.”

It is clear from the above hadith that the Holy Prophet (PBUH) disliked killing
women and children during the war. When Hazrat Abubakar Siddique sent troops
to Syria, he instructed them not to kill women, children, and old people.

ii.  Protecting Children from Giants

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) also advised his followers
to keep their children in protection and save them from the evils of jinns. It is
narrated by Jabir (R.A), The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
said:

ah o128 pUtad) (ha AB L D V3B il AT Gpbiial) (b aiea 15888 Jil) 34 O 5 (5l S 1Yy
Al A 8305 Aaliiaa ikl 5 Al sl 835 S 315

“‘When night-falls, then keep your children close to you, for the devil spread out
then. An hour later you can let them free, and close the gates of your house (at
night), and mention Allah’s name thereupon, and cover your utensils, and mention
Allah’s name thereupon, (and if you don’t have something to cover your utensils)
you may put across it something (e.g., a piece of wood, etc.).”

iii.  Childcare and protection

When the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) started to leave for
Tabuk, he appointed Hazrat Ali (Allah be pleased with him) as his guardian at home
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to take care of the children. Hazrat Ali (AS) asked: Are you leaving me with children
and women? The Holy Prophet said:

3 { Gl A1) g Ga Gig b A3y e (585 G i YT 0

“Ali! You should be glad that your position in my opinion is like that of Haron in the
eyes of Prophet Moses, except that no prophet will come after me.”

This event shows that the Prophet £ used to plan for the protection and care of
children and women even during the war.

Shortening of prayers due to the child's distress

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) regarding diligence and trying
to, relleve them from distress said:

u\uk. ‘JMUSUJMUAJ@G@»AS\ ;m@um.g_adjh\u\ .uJ\ oM\uaNe\Jua ;)

“‘When | stand in prayer, | want to lengthen it, but since | hear the sound of a baby crying,
| shorten my prayer, if for fear that his mother might be distressed.”

From this narration, it is known that the standard of the Prophet# is that even important
acts of worship such as prayers should be shortened for the care of the child.

Treating Orphans Kindly

Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) himself was an orphan
therefore, he knows the real feelings of them. Hence, good treatment of orphans has been
announced, The Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) enounce.

Aal) plod A Ab Cu Gaaliaal) B e Sy Ad) (udd A 4d &l Cpalldll B el S

“The best house among Muslims is the one in which there is an orphan, and he is treated
well, and the worst house is the one in which there is an orphan, and he is treated badly.”
From this, the virtue of treating orphans kindly is stated and declared that the house is
the best one.

Pray for the children

The Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him) used to pray for the children for this purpose
children were brought to Him. It is narrated by Hazrat Ayesha (AIIah be pleased with her);
M?S\gal.a\m& 91.4.:1.9434.:\9.:&9dhﬁuamuauﬁiﬁmuuﬁdhuaycdujww\u&au-d\ o8
“The children were used to be brought to the Prophet (peace be upon him) and he used
to invoke Allah’s blessing upon them. Once an infant was brought to him and it urinated
on his clothes. He (the Holy Prophet) asked for water and poured it over the place of the
urine and did not wash his clothes.”

It is known from this narration that the Prophet (PBUH) used to have compassion on
children and pray for them.
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Encouragement

The Holy Prophet (PBUH) always encouraged the children in different ways. Few
examples are as follows.

Express love to children

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to kiss
children to express his love for them. Hazrat Ayesha (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon her) narrates that a Bedouin came to the Holy Prophet
(P.B.U.H) and said, “you (people) kiss the boys! we do not kiss them, to
this the Hon Prophet (P.B.U.H) said;

Aaa 5 e G ady 35 G &l Al

“I cannot put mercy in your heart after Allah has taken it away from it”

In this tradition, children are taught to express love and kiss them, and this expression of
love is interpreted as mercy by the heart.

Greet the Children

Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) used to greet the children. It
is narrated on the authority of Anas bin Malik that he said:

“That he passed by a group of boys and greeted them and said,

adady ally 4l Ay i ) o

The Prophet (P.B.U.H) used to do so”

This tradition shows that children should be greeted. According to another tradition,
salutation creates love for one another.

iii. Raising children in prayer

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to carry his
granddaughter Umama (as) and offer prayers.
gl ¢ paladl @yjemwmu.um Jg ey i3 ey L) Jaa 3h g Y (1
(VESS-Y R m\,t.e_meu uu

“Messenger of Allah (P.B.U.H) saying the prayer while he was carrying
Umama, daughter of Zainab, daughter of the Messenger of Allah # and the
daughter of Abul-As bin al- Rabi. When he#* stood up, he took her up, and
when he £ prostrated he put her down.”

By this hadith, it is clear that even in worship-like prayers, If the child is playing with the
person who is praying it doesn’t interfere with prayer.

iv. Bestriding the children

The Prophet (P.B.U.H) used to be kind to children and would take them on
a ride on his return from a journey. It is narrated on the authority of Hazrat
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Abdullah bin Jafar that when the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him)
used to return from a journey, the children of his family used to accord him
welcome.

The narrator says;

t..muduuhu.gumuum Aau;‘,aéﬁ °”uu@w¢A\uadm)mUA?mmu
M\AUJ;A.:AMM\

“Then there came one of the two sons of Fatima and he mounted him behind him and this
is how we three entered Medina riding on ananimal.”

It shows that it is Sunnat E Rasool to take children on a ride on their return from a journey.

V. Playing with children

The Prophet (P.B.U.H) used to touch the cheeks of children to show
compassion for them. It is narrated from Hazrat Jabir that he says:
uJﬂMh@uw*AJoh@amw*Aaelujw‘m\u&au.\dhwﬁuw\ e
JAY\ .\AJ‘QAUHA‘ ?Sujww\u&éu-uﬂmdﬁ\ AJ Olsd dl& ‘SAAMM

“The children used to pass by the Holy Prophet. The Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) used to touch the cheeks of some children.
| passed by him and he touched my cheek. The narrator says that the cheek
on which the Prophet (P.B.U.H) touched is more beautiful than the other

one.

It is clear that children used to play with the Messenger of Allah and he st
used to have compassion for them.

Upbringing of the children

Guidance is provided on various aspects of children's education and upbringing. Some of
the examples are mentioned below.

I.  Rectification of the Children
Hazrat Anas (AS) reported that the Messenger of Allah (P.B.U.H) had the best
disposition amongst people. He £ sent me on an errand one day, and | said:
“By Allah, | would not go. | had, however, this idea in my mind that | would do
as Allah’s Apostle (P.B.U.H) had commanded me to do. | went out until |
happened to come across children who had been playing in the street. In the
meanwhile, Allah’s Messenger (P.B.U.H) came there and caught me by the
back of my neck from behind me. As | looked towards him, | found him smiling
and he said:
wLau.uu@mm:amw\j@\a@w\djﬁuhubd\h\euuﬁdl&cﬂﬁﬁ\u.\ac_\ahd\w\h
‘Js\g‘-\s‘—twmujﬁ‘:udj‘ k) HSc_\MeJ‘\Mf-‘_,MSdl&
“Anas, did you go where | commanded you to go? | said to Allah’s Messenger,
yes, | am going. Anas further said: | served him for nine years but | know not
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that he never said to me about a thing which | had done why | did that or about
a thing | had left as to why | had not done that”
The prophet (PBUH) did not rebuke the children, nor did he treat them harshly.
If there were any shortcomings, to be warned, He would correct them with great
solicitude.

II.  Forgiving the Mistake

Holy Prophet (PBUH) always overlooked the mistakes of the children and
forgave them, for example,

Hazrat Rafi ', a Companion, narrates about forgiving a mistake.

‘_,.M chhau.AJ.:LA)\.GL\MA uﬁ d.l.ﬁ elu\g‘ub‘ﬂ\‘_’.‘mudi@uubaﬂ)munja)ﬁ Uiy &€
cd&\l\ J.IJ&» dta cdS\ ‘_\Sﬁ dta «"da.d\ @).1@3 )S- Ly Jue ‘d.u‘gﬂ\.\.b 4 u&a‘,\.ﬁ\ ui\
adkey il 3y 1083 comal ) fian 2 ¢ i b m L X5
‘I was throwing stones at a date palm belonging to some of the Ansar. They
took me to the Prophet £. He said: ‘O Rafi! Why were you throwing stones at
their date palm?’ | said, ‘Out of hunger O Messenger of Allah! He said: "Do
not throw stones at them, eat which falls. May Allah fill you and quench your
thirst. ™
This example indicates the Prophetic Way of correcting mistakes with great
benevolence.

[ll. Do not lie
Lying to entertain children is prohibited. It is narrated from Hazrat Abdullah bin
Amir;
MS\JJMJL@JJUQJ.\EG\JLMLA ‘_Jml.\.\.uuﬁ.\;l&‘du‘gww\uimw‘ JNJJLAJAUA\@AQJ
dﬂu‘e&.ﬁ‘gww\‘f‘m‘m‘ JHJQJJM U.u‘\.\ht—\ dl&mu\udJ\MJe&u‘gww‘uﬁm
43S ele G Uik Al al
“My mother called me one day when the Messenger of Allah (%) was sitting in
our house. She said: Come here and | shall give you something. The
Messenger of Allah (%) asked her: What did you intend to give him? She
replied: | intended to give him some dates. The Messenger of Allah (¥) said: If
you had not to give him anything, a lie would be recorded against you.”
This tradition shows that children should not be misrepresented but should be
told the truth.

IV.  Children’s Education
On the authority of Hazrat Ibn e Abbas (May Allah be pleased him) who said:
one day | was behind the Prophet # (riding on the same mount) and he said,
‘0 young man, | shall teach you some words [of adV|ce]
LY ebb un.. Cptiuld Claii) 133 Ay Jlatd et 1y dalad saad all jaad) asas; aly Bas
?S;u.&.wﬁ\,}mu\ul& \M\j‘gdlé\.mus.\agw‘i\ dyued;u.‘hcﬂy&uu\ulbm\
CA&A\H&AJ}MY\&AJMG&\MA&&WY\JJM
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“Be mindful of Allah and Allah will protect you. Be mindful of Allah and you will
find Him in front of you. If you ask, then ask Allah [alone]; and if you seek help,
then seek help from Allah [alone]. And know that if the nation were togetherto
benefit you with anything, they would not benefit you except with what Allah
had already prescribed for you. And if they were to gather together to harm you
except with what Allah had already prescribed against you. The pens have
been lifted and the pages have dried.”

From this tradition, it is known that children should be educated.

V. Responsibility of Parents

Regarding the nurturing of the children, it is narrated by Sabra bin Ma'bad Jahni

that; The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said:

L@hoyﬁuumwéahbuw@ubbm o).mlb‘_,.ud\ I 94

‘Command a boy to pray when he reaches the age of seven years. When he

becomes ten years old, they beat him for prayer.

Narrated by Hazrat Hisham bin Saad (Allah be pleased with him) that;

We entered upon Mu’adh ibn Abdullah ibn Khubayb al-Juhani. asked his wife:

When [at what age] should a boy pray? She replied: some person reported:

“The Messenger of Allah ¥ was asked about it; he said: When a boy

distinguishes right hand from the left hand, then command him to pray”

Regarding the nurturing and education of the children, The Prophet (peace and

blessings of Allah be upon him) said:

=Sl o sl

(809 /2) gl gl i lacd) G 2ana ¢ Ay

M\uﬁmljuuﬂs‘g‘du‘gww\uimmyJﬁ@hﬂﬁ uﬁﬁ@u@\wﬁ

“Umar |bn Abi Salma sald. | was a child and under the care of the
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) and my hand used to fall around
the cup. He said to me: O boy! Take the name of Allah (recite Bismillah)
and eat with your right hand and eat from that which is near to you. | used
.to eat like this after that”
“O, boy! In the name of Allah, eat with your right hand, and eat in front of you.

In these narrations, the responsibility of education and upbringing has been placed on the
parents and they have been ordered to train their children from their childhood.

Have a good name

In a long-established accountof Musnad Bazaar, it has been declared as the right of
children to have a good name and to teach them manners. The words are as follows:
Ay 9 dand Cpung () Al Ao Al B o )
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The Prophet (P.B.U.H) said: “It is the right of the child over the father to have a good
name and good manners.”

In the given hadith, one of the rights of the child is stated that the parents should give him
a good name and train him well.

Justice in heirloom

It is narrated by An-Numan bin Bashir; ‘My father gave me a gift but Amra bint Rawaha
(my mother) said that she would not agree to it unless he made Allah’s Apostle ¥ as a
witness to it. So, my father went to the Messenger of Allah and said, ‘I have given a gift
to my son from Amra bint Rawaha, but she ordered me to make you as a witness to it, O
Allah’s Apostle #!" The Holy Prophet £ asked,

Cobe 330 g3 08 08 A3 (i 1 slab g ATl ) 5858 0B ¥ OB 13 (e dlaly Sl cileb

‘Have you given (the like of it) to every one of your sons?’ he replied in negative. Allah’s
Apostle said, ‘Be afraid of Allah and be just to your children. My father then returned and
took back his gift.”

In this hadith, the right of children has been stated that justice should be done among the
children, and in this matter, fear of Allah has been taught.

Children’s source of blessing

The house is declared unblessed where there are no children. In a long-established
account of Kanz al-Ummal;

4dds Y 4 Chsa ¥

“A home without children is not blessed.”

The presence of children in any home is considered a source of blessing.

Kindness with children

The promise of not showing mercy to children is stated in a narration of Sunan Abi
Dawood. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said:

U Gualh U € (33 Gy Ui 335 al a g8

“Those who do not show mercy to our young ones and do not realize the right of our
elders are not from us.”

For a person to be a perfect Muslim, he must have mercy on children.

Respecting Children

In a long-established account of Sunan Ibn Majah regarding the nurturing and respect of
children.

2l 1 siadl y A83Y 50 1 54 Rin

Respect your children and teach them good manners.

In thishadith, it is commanded to honor and respect the children and to raise them well.
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Reward of Upbringing

The good news of heaven is given to the upbringing of children.In Sunan Ibn Majah it is
narrated from Abu Umama that a woman came to the Prophet % with two of her children,
carrymg one and leading the other. The Messenger of Allah said:

a8l Q@umd;.s*w\uﬂ Sl L Y3 Gla ) &Ialp Eslla

“They carry children and give birth to them and are compassionate. If they do not annoy
their husbands, those among them who perform prayer will enter paradise.”

On another placeabout ralsmg ‘daughters and treating them kindly, he # said:

i 4 ) dl 3 (350 ol iy &3 Je an

“If anyone cares for three daughters, disciplines them, marries them, and does good to
them, he will go to paradise.

In the above-mentioned narrations, the glad tidings of Paradise are given for raising
daughters, teaching them well, marrying them, and treating them kindly.

2. conclusion

in short, the teachings of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
command to protect the lives of children.Killing children is prohibited even if they are non-
Muslims. During the Prophet's (P.B.U.H) time, children were protected in times of danger.
The Prophet (P.B.U.H) also shortened worship-like prayers, when he heard the crying of
a child.He also declared that the house is the best in which the orphan is treated well. He
also encouraged the children to stable their personalities. He imposed the responsibility
on the parents to educate their children. According to him, compassion is taken into
account in nurturing and rectification of children. Moreover, their honor and dignity should
also be maintained. If these teachings are applied in our lives we can make our children
not only good Muslims but also the best members of society.

Recommendations

1. Children’slives’ safety ought to be ensured.

Unnecessary strictness and discipline should be avoided in the matter of
education and enhancement.

Upbringing of the children should not be neglected.

There should be justice between children.

Children should be encouraged and their mistakes be forgiven.

Take steps to forestall violence against children in educational institutes.
Domestic child workers should be avoided. If it is unavoidable, they must
be treated in the light of the teachings of the Holy Prophet (P.B.U.H)

no

No oA
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